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2018 Bastrop County Republican Platform 
Updated with Resolutions from County Convention 

Final 

 

Core Values: 
 

We the Republicans of Bastrop County Texas Believe in: 

1. Strict adherence to the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States and the Texas Constitution. 

2. Preserving US Sovereignty and States Rights. 

3. Traditional American values. 

4. Limiting the expanse of Government Power at all levels. 

5. Fiscal responsibility, balanced budgets, limited government and low taxes. 

6. The sanctity of human life, created in the image of God, which should be protected from conception to natural death. 

7. Personal accountability and responsibility; we oppose all entitlements that promote dependency on Government. 

8. Self-sufficient families, founded on the traditional marriage of a natural man and a natural woman. 

9. Having an educated population, with parents having the freedom of choice for the education of their children. 

10. Americans having the right to be safe in their homes, on their streets, and in their communities, and the unalienable right to 

defend themselves. 

11. A private enterprise society, unencumbered by government interference, subsidies or regulations. 

12. Restoring American sovereignty and leadership, and we honor all of those that serve and protect our freedom with peace 

through strength. 

13. We believe in defense and protection of our borders. 

 
 

National Resolutions: 
 

National Legislation Process: 

 

N1. National Legislation Transparency.  

Bastrop County Republican Party urges the passage of legislation or rules that will ensure that: 

1. No bill be attached as a rider to any other unrelated bill.  

2. Any bill submitted be no longer  than can be read promptly before the Congressional vote 

3. Any bill submitted be written in clear, common English and spared the obfuscation so common in legislative “sleight of hand”.   

4. There be no “earmarks” (that are unrelated to the main topic of the bill) in any bill submitted. 

5. Any bill passed with proof that persons voting on it did not read it or did not understand it, be declared null and void.  

6. All proposed legislation include citation for Constitutional authority. 

 

N2. National Congressional Public Service 

Bastrop County Republican Party sees public service as a SERVICE to the PUBLIC and rejects the concept of the “career politician”.  

We demand that all elected officials be subject to the same laws, regulations and ordinances as their constituents. 

We demand that Congressional benefits be replaced with standard Medicare, Social Security, and no retirement. 

 

N3. Constitutional Money (Article 1, Section8) 

Bastrop County Republican Party supports the concept of Constitutional Money in support of Article 1, Section 8 of the US 

Constitution. 

 

Nx.  End Senate filibuster process 

Require the senate to maintain a quorum of senators to debate, deliberate and vote on matters properly before the Senate. Senators 

debating must remain on germane topic.  

 

 

National Judicial Process: 

 

N4. Judicial Activism 
Bastrop County Republican Party supports the impeachment or recall of activist federal judges who render judicial decisions based on 

political or philosophical beliefs rather than the law, or those judges who interpret the U.S. Constitution based on international standards. 

We believe the Constitution cannot be revised by judicial decisions. 
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National Executive Branch: 

 

 

N5. Treaties vs. so-called Executive Agreements, The Law of Nations vs. so-called Customary International Law (Article 2, 

Section 2) 

Bastrop County Republican Party calls for the declaration that any agreements with foreign nations and other international bodies made 

without consent of two thirds of the Senate as is required by the aforesaid Treaty Clause is and shall be unconstitutional and the same 

shall not be considered a part of the supreme law of the land as defined in the Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution;  

We demand that only the Congress, and not the Courts, has constitutional authority to define what we as a nation recognize as “the law 

of nations” and the Courts have no authority to intrude on this power through the guise of recognizing so-called “customary international 

law;” We approve of the ruling by the United States Supreme Court in the 1957 case of Reid v. Covert which held that treaties and laws 

enacted pursuant to them must comply with the provisions of the Constitution (see Reid v. Covert (1957), 354 U.S. 1). 

 

N6. Opposition to the United Nations’ Comprehensive Land Use Plan Known as AGENDA 21, Future Earth, or similar (Article 

2, Section 2) ** UN 

Bastrop Republican Party supports the National Republican Committee’s resolution, entitled “Sovereign American Leadership in 

International Organizations” exposing the United Nations’ Agenda 21.   We believe a copy of the resolution should be sent annually to 

every Republican member of Congress.   

We demand that the next Republican president rescind the Clinton Executive Order which granted administrative approval of Agenda 

21, and that the members of the United States Congress approve a law that discontinues funding and implementation of policies and 

programs associated with Agenda 21 and the United Nations’ “Sustainability Development” initiative. 

  

N7. Climate Change 

Bastrop County Republican Party believes that while man is commanded by God to be a good steward of the earth, “saving” the planet 

from non-existent “global climate change” is a political agenda which attempts to control every aspect of our lives.  

We urge Congress to ignore the United Nations plea for any funding for “climate change”, “Climate Justice” and related causes. ** UN 

We urge Congress to not ratify any treaty related to Agenda 21 ** UN 

We urge Congress to rein in the overreaching authority of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

National Defense: 

 

N8. We Support Our Military 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that freedom is never free. We consider it a privilege to honor our military, and thank 

the men and women serving to defend the freedoms of our nation with their very lives.   

We petition our Sovereign God for direction, guidance, and protection of our President, our national leaders, and the men and women 

of our armed forces.  May God Bless America! 

 

N9. American Control of Critical Infrastructure 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes the war on terrorism requires protecting critical infrastructure.   

We therefore support efforts to define critical infrastructure in Texas and to ensure that those managing it be United States citizens and 

pass background checks. 

 

N10. Strategic Defense Initiative 

The Bastrop County Republican Party urges the US Congress to continue funding the Strategic Defense Initiative for missile defense.  

We call for renewed efforts and renewed funding for nuclear shield development and for the earliest possible implementation of such a 

shield. 

 

N11. Stop Nuclear Weapons Proliferation 

The Bastrop County Republican Party demands the rejection of the President’s deal with Iran to return their seized assets, the release 

from any other sanction and the tacit support of Iran’s Nuclear Arms program. 

 

First Amendment: 

 

N12. Public Acknowledgment of God 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the public acknowledgment of God is a protected right under the First Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution enjoyed by all citizens, including government employees and elected officials.  

We further support strict adherence to the 1st Amendment of the US Constitution, in regards to the practice of religion. There should be 

no encumbrances to any person’s or group’s references to a Supreme Being or to their use of prayer, in public, at educational institutions 

or in / on governmental property.  

 

Therefore, we strongly support the following policies which include but are not limited to the following: 
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1. Keeping the words “Under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance; 

2. Preserving “In God We Trust” as our national motto; 

3. Protecting the display of symbols of faith, including the Ten Commandments, in places public and private; 

4. Supporting voluntary expressions of faith in public places; 

5. Supporting the right of military chaplains to pray and speak in public according to their religious beliefs and freedom of conscience; 

6. Reversing Supreme Court jurisprudence that has inserted into the First Amendment the doctrine of “separation of church and state” 

which renders government participation in public expression of faith illegal, despite our long history of such participation by the 

founders themselves;  and 

7. Interpreting the First Amendment’s statement “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion” consistently 

with the founder’s original intent that Congress shall not establish an official, compulsory, national denomination. 

8. Protecting the celebration, including religious symbols, of Christmas, Thanksgiving, and other holidays in schools and on public 

property. 

9.  Freedom is the bedrock of our nation and our communities, and that this freedom is not abdicated at the schoolhouse door.  We 

affirm that student-initiated prayer shall not be prohibited before public school events. 

10.  Faith-based institutions are extremely effective in meeting the needs of citizens and communities and are much more responsive 

than government programs.  We therefore support measures to encourage contributions to faith-based charities and other measures 

to reduce the regulations over such organizations. This excludes so-called charities that support terrorism. 

11.  Consideration that the term “Establishment of Religion” is a noun, not a verb. 

 

 

N13. No State-Establishment of Humanism Religion 
Whereas according to the book Humanist Manifesto II, secular humanism is a self-proclaimed religion “These affirmations are not a 

final credo or dogma but an expression of a living and growing faith.”  This religion adheres to the following beliefs:  

1. There is no God “We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is either meaningless or irrelevant to 

the question of survival and fulfillment of the human race”; 

2. Traditional religion is harmful “Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory and harmful”; 

3. The world originated through evolution “. . . the human species is an emergence from natural evolutionary forces”; 

4. There are no moral absolutes “We affirm that moral values derive their source from human experience. Ethics is autonomous and 

situational needing no theological or ideological sanction”; 

5. Sexuality should be unregulated between consenting adults “. . . we [do not] wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction, sexual 

behavior between consenting adults”; 

6. Birth control, abortion, and divorce are an absolute right “The right to birth control, abortion, and divorce should be recognized”; 

7. Sex education should be taught “Moral education for children and adults is an important way of developing awareness and sexual 

maturity”; 

8. An individual has a right to die “A full range of civil liberties’ includes recognition of an individual's right to . . . euthanasia, and 

the right to suicide”; 

9. Traditional religion should have no place in government “The separation of church and state and the separation of ideology and 

state are imperatives”; 

10. Nationality should be sacrificed to world community “We deplore the division of humankind on nationalistic grounds”; 

11. War is not acceptable “War is obsolete.” 
 

The Bastrop County Republican Party denounces the implementation of the beliefs of a state Humanist Religion in our government 

programs and public schools as favoring an establishment of religion in violation of the First Amendment to the US Constitution and 

calls upon Congress to repeal any measures institutionalizing these beliefs. 

 

N14. Restrictions on Free Speech in Institutions of Higher Learning 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes restriction on free speech, unencumbered discourse and penalties or other retribution for 

such in institutions of higher learning.  

 

Second Amendment: 

 

N15. Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
The Bastrop County Republican Party calls upon the Texas Legislature and the United States Congress to repeal any and all laws that 

infringe upon the right of individual citizens to keep and bear arms as guaranteed by the 2nd Amendment to the U.S. Constitution;  

We call for the elimination of the BATFE. 

We reject the establishment of any mechanism to process, license, record, register or monitor the ownership of guns.   

We believe that Federal Firearms License Dealers (FFL) holders should be free from harassment, and license revocations and denials 

against firearm dealers based on violations consisting of largely inconsequential recordkeeping errors.   

We urge the ATF to apply lesser gradation of sanctions for such minor errors.  ** see above  

 

N16. Arming the Military on Military Bases 
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The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for base commanders to provide sufficient armament of military personnel on military bases 

to provide for their self-defense, and allow them to carry their personal weapons according to local law.  

We resolve that military authorities do not have the authority to monitor, restrict, or otherwise impact the private ownership, storage 

transport, or use of firearms and munitions off of government property. 

 

N17. Arming of Commercial Aviation Staff 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for allowing commercial pilots and flight crews to be armed at the airline’s discretion.  

 

Fourth Amendment: 

 

N18. Opposition to the NDAA – National Defense Authorizations Act 

The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects the unconstitutional NDAA (NDAA), that includes (but is not limited to) sections 1021 

(Indefinite Detention without trial) and 1022 (detention in military custody), in contravention of the Rights of the People and sovereignty 

of this state and exceed the Constitution’s limits of authority granted the federal government.  

We demand the Legislature and governor of this state by resolution, direct this state’s Congressional delegation to immediately 

commence efforts to repeal this act, which is repugnant to the sovereign rights of the citizens of this state and are usurpations of authority 

by the federal government. 

 

N19. Internet Rights and Security 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes all attempts to pass special laws, like the Stop Online Piracy Act which suspend the 

rule of law on the internet and allow the federal government to shut down websites either directly or through intimidation without a 

warrant or judicial hearing.  

 

N20. Data Rights and Security 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes any and all efforts of surveillance or tracking of any and all data and media that is not 

clearly in the public domain, without a warrant or judicial hearing.  

 

N21. Opposition to Big Brother Keeping Track of Us 
The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes any nationwide, statewide or local medical record computer database or registry that 

would store personal identifiable records on citizens without their written consent.  

 

N22. Education Data Collection.  

Bastrop County Republican Party opposes data collection on public school students for any purpose other than those directly associated 

with education.  

 

N23. Civil Asset Forfeiture 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for all Asset forfeiture and seizure to be prohibited except by due process of law. 

 

Tenth Amendment: 

 

N24. Position on Life 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that all innocent human life must be protected from conception to natural death, and that 

the unborn child has a fundamental individual right to life which cannot be infringed.   
 

Therefore we support the following policies which include but are not limited to the following: 

1. Elect and appoint judges at all levels who respect traditional family values, the sanctity of human life, and our U.S. Constitution as 

amended; 

2. Apply the protections of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to the unborn child; 

3. Encourage expeditious and inexpensive adoptions; 

4. Promote volunteering at crisis pregnancy centers; 

5. Adopt a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that clarifies that an unborn child has a fundamental individual right to 

life which cannot be infringed except when the life of the mother is directly threatened; 

6. Oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia or assisted suicide; 

7. Support that medical personnel shall not be required to participate in abortion or euthanasia against their conscience.  

8. Deny use of public funds and facilities for abortion; 

9. Deny public funding to organizations that advocate abortion; 

10. Deny Republican Party funds to any candidate who does not support the Republican Party of Texas platform with regards to pro-

life issues; 

11. Reverse Roe v. Wade; 

12. Ban all attempts to clone human embryos; and 

13. Ban the harvesting of fetal or embryonic stem cells, while we fully encourage research using adult stems cells and umbilical cord 
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stems cells. 

 

N25. Parental Rights and Responsibilities 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that parental rights and responsibilities are inherent and protected by the United States 

Constitution.  Local state, or federal laws, regulations, or policies shall not be enacted that limit such rights in the rearing of children, in 

parental authority to discipline (excepting permanent physical injury to the child), in the education (public and private) of children, in 

the parental right to observe their children’s public school classes, in the parental right to review the syllabus, lesson plans, special 

presentations, and text books for classes in their children’s public school classes, access to their children’s medical records, and in any 

medical or surgical treatment including, but not limited to, contraception and abortion without parental notification or consent.   

We unequivocally oppose United States Senate ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which would 

transfer jurisdiction over parental rights and responsibilities to the international bureaucracies. 

 

N26. Marriage 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes in the sanctity of marriage, defined as the legal relationship between only one natural 

man and one natural woman, and that the integrity of this institution should be defended, protected, promoted, strengthened, and 

encouraged at all levels of government.  We urge the US Congress to pass and the President to sign the Federal Marriage Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution to strengthen the definition of traditional American families. 

 

We oppose any effort to repeal the national Defense of Marriage Act.  

We also urge Congress to use its Article III, Section 2, power to prevent activist Federal Judges from imposing judicial activism on the 

States which have already adopted State Constitutional Amendments protecting traditional marriage. ** see below 

We further oppose any government involvement in licensing, or authorizing marriage, which should be in the exclusive control of 

religious institutions to grant under whatever terms they believe are appropriate.  

 

N27. Homosexuality  
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that homosexuality must not be presented as an acceptable “alternative” lifestyle in our 

public education, nor should “family” be redefined to include homosexual “couples.”   

We are opposed to homosexual behavior as a basis to obtain legal entitlements, including marital status, property rights, inheritance 

rights, adoptive or foster care rights, tax benefits, partner insurance, or retirement benefits.   

We oppose any criminal or civil penalties against those who speak against homosexuality out of faith, conviction, or belief in traditional 

values. 

 

N28. Rejection of Sharia Law 

The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects Sharia Law in any form or fashion in the United States of America, the Great State of 

Texas, or within Bastrop County. We recognize that no law can supersede that of the United States Constitution or the Texas State 

Constitution.  

 

We reject the intention of public taxpayer institutions receiving grants, investments or any other monies with expressed intentions of 

teaching specifically, but not limited to, Islamic religion in our public schools, with intent to bridge our cultures or to change our form 

of government through methodology. This is not to deny any person from practicing their First Amendment Rights of Religion or Speech 

that wish to peacefully be a part of the United States and abide by the rules and laws of this Country, but to protect the rights of every 

citizen in America from any group that fundamentally works at transforming the United States into a scrupulously secular nation through 

the use of the public school system.  

We reject these teachings being administered in public schools and being forced on private schools thru any curriculum, specifically 

Common Core, CSCOPE. These curricula are designed to change the form of our government, schools and communities without the 

consent or the vote of the people. 

 

Sixteenth Amendment: 

 

N29. IRS - Implement the Fair Tax 

The Bastrop County Republican Party demand our U.S. House and U.S. Senate representatives to support and promote the well-

developed, and widely understood formal program known as the Fair Tax. 

 

Seventeenth Amendment: 

 

N30. Seventeenth Amendment: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to repeal the seventeenth amendment of the U.S. 

Constitution thus restore the original language pertaining to the choosing of the senators from various states. 

 

New Amendments: 
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N31. Tax and Commerce Amendment to the US Constitution – End “Mischief” in the “Interstate Commerce” Clause. 

BCRP supports the following amendment to the US Constitution, with no deadline for ratification: 

1. Congressional power to regulate interstate commerce is limited to regulation of the channels of commerce, products or 

transactions that actually cross state lines, and persons while engaged in those transactions. Such regulations must apply equally 

to all states. 

2. Congressional powers to tax or to spend for the general welfare are limited to the furtherance of a specifically enumerated 

Constitutional power of the Federal Government. "The general welfare" is not itself such a power. 

3. Congressional powers to tax or to spend may not be conditioned on criteria that Congress does not otherwise have authority to 

regulate from among its specifically enumerated Constitutional powers. 

4. Congress must adopt an annual budget, without which Federal expenditures may not be otherwise authorized, and which budget 

shall be, except during states of war declared by Congress, in balance each year between expense and revenue. During declared 

states of war, only expenditures expressly for the declared war may exceed budgeted revenue.  

5. When the United States carries any such debt, the annual budget approved by Congress must have at least 10% fewer expenses 

than revenue, with the excess revenue appropriated to debt reduction. 

6. Budgets should not exceed revenues actually collected, excluding fees and fines, in the prior year.  

7. Any tax on the citizens of the United States must be equally apportioned by State according to the census and collected by the 

states as they see fit. The Sixteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution is hereby repealed. 

8. All pre-existing statutes or portions of statutes to the contrary will be void two years after final ratification of this Amendment. 

 

International Issues: 

 

N32. The United Nations 
The Bastrop County Republican Party urges Senators and Representatives to remove funding and support to the United Nations,  

We do not accept or acknowledge as valid, any global “international law”; we recognize only properly approved Treaties.  

We call on Congress to ratify no more treaties compromising the Constitution of the United States., 

We call for an immediate recall of our military forces from UN control and restore our military’s traditional mission of defending liberty 

and freedom of the United States and other nations as necessary at the sole discretion of the United States.   

We urge Congress to ensure that U.S. Military forces be only commanded by U.S. Military Officers. 

 

N33. International Welfare: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for ceasing of any and all payments to wealthy nations and enemy nations. 

 

N34. The North American Union, SPP and its Superhighway System 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes the creation of the Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP) which represents an 

agreement between the U.S. Canada and Mexico as it threatens the sovereignty of these United States.  Further, the Congress should 

cease implementation of the proposed North American Union Superhighway and cease circumventing the U.S. trade, transportation, 

homeland security and border security functions. 

 

N35. International Agreements 

The Bastrop County Republican Party demands the United States to withdraw from any agreement that has not been approved by the 

Senate that compromises national sovereignty, independence, self-sufficiency and national security.  

We oppose “Fast Track” as it is violates the Constitution 

We call for Congress to reject the TTIP, TISA, TTP and any other such “treaties” not having a 2/3 approval of the senate approval. 

We remind the three branches of the federal government that the Constitution requires the approval of the Executive and 2/3 of the 

Senators present to vote to establish a legal Constitutional Treaty.  

We call for all three branches of the Federal Government to acknowledge that any so called Executive Agreement made without Senate 

approval is contrary to law and is thus null and void. 

 

N36. Middle East 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the United States and Israel share a special long-standing relationship based on 

shared values, a mutual commitment to our republican form of government, and a strategic alliance that benefits both nations.  Our 

foreign policy in the Middle East should reflect the special nature of this relationship through continued military and economic assistance 

to Israel and recognition that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel and should remain an undivided city accessible to people of all faiths. 

We further insist upon Israel’s right to exist, its right to secure borders and its right to the land secured by practicing self-defense from 

aggressive enemies.  We strongly encourage other nations of the world to respect Israel’s sovereignty and right of self-determination 

and right of self-defense.  

 

N37. Suspend Contact with CAIR 

Bastrop County Republican Party calls for the immediate suspension of contact with CAIR – the Council on American-Islamic Relations.  
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N38. Genocide  
The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for an end to ethnic and religious genocide in the Sudan and other locations around the 

world.  We call on our government to apply pressure upon the government of Sudan and other governments around the world to stop 

the killing and enslavement of its minority citizens. 

ISIS is not a government we can pressure diplomatically.  The government has recognized the genocide of Christians.  We should 

expedite the acceptance of provable Christian refugees to our country. 

 

 

Immigration: 

 

N39. Legal Immigration 
The Bastrop County Republican Party recognizes that this country was founded by immigrants of all nationalities.  There should be 

more lawful avenues of immigration available to immigrants who want to establish themselves in our land, give their allegiance to our 

country, support our form of government, and work to make themselves productive members of our society.  Such avenues should 

safeguard our national security and penalize those who commit crimes in the United States or abroad.   
 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party support the following policies: 

1. Issuing no more visas to the citizens of countries or members of groups that sponsor terrorism, with the exception of those verified 

as experiencing persecution; 

2. Checking criminal backgrounds before granting work or student visas; 

3. Requiring verifiable identification for official documentation purposes; 

4. Appropriately screening the health of foreigners entering the U.S. to stop the spread of serious diseases; 

5. Inspecting the contents of more trucks coming across our borders; 

6. Replacing bilingual education with required English-As-A-Second-Language instruction; and 

7. Increasing the avenues of lawful immigration available to immigrants and reducing the backlog of persons waiting for visas who 

have already qualified for legal immigration. 

8.    Support the assimilation of legal immigrants from Mexico and Latin America. 

9.  Children of illegal immigrant parents should not be considered citizens, just as US military children born overseas are considered 

citizens of the country of their parents. 

 

N40. Illegal Immigration 
The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects any and all calls for blanket or incremental amnesty and encourage the enforcement of 

existing state and federal laws regarding border security, national security, immigration and employment. 

 

N41. Halting Refugee Resettlement  

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for a full accounting of the direct and indirect costs associated with all resettled refugees to 

the State of Texas. Furthermore we call for all local volunteer agencies and all state agencies dealing with refugee resettlement cease 

and desist from assisting in any further resettlement of refugees.  

 

Health Care: 

 

N42. Health Care Reform 

The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects the notion that the federal government has any constitutional responsibility for managing 

health care or health care insurance and call for the repeal of The Affordable Care Act commonly known as “Obama Care”, Medicare 

and Medicaid. If the States then want such programs, they may institute such.  
 

Furthermore, we support the following actions: ** 10th Amendment, ** IRS 

1. We urge passage of health care reform which results in more affordable healthcare through a market-based competitive, open 

and transparent health care system. This system would include tort reform, genuine accountability, and oversight where 

America’s families choose their own doctor and health care plan.  

2. We support Private sector initiatives to improve the portability, quality and affordability of healthcare or health care insurance 

including interstate purchasing of insurance.  

3. All healthcare or health care insurance reform will apply to all elected officials instead of any federally funded or state funded 

healthcare program or health care insurance presently in use.  

4. We support reducing the number of mandated benefits that insurers are required to cover in order to empower consumers to 

choose which benefits they need. We encourage the immediate expansion of medical savings accounts. 

5. We recommend that the State of Texas make available to all citizens through the Internet, the published fee schedule covered 

by Medicaid and paid for by the Texas tax payer.  

6. Any new health care or health care insurance reform must protect taxpayers from compulsory funding of abortion.  

7. Those who are unlawfully present in the United States should not receive favoritism, imposes any government control over our 
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healthcare, increases government mandate or price controls, or creates new government programs.  

8. To eliminate much of the bureaucracy in today’s burdensome Medicaid systems, we support re-allocating the majority of 

Medicaid spending into simple vouchers for low income individuals to purchase their own insurance.  

 

N43. Tax Breaks for Long Term Care Insurance 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports tax breaks for relatives of senior citizens who purchase long term care insurance for 

members of their extended family. ** IRS 

 

N44. Health Savings Accounts ** IRS 

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that government control of the medical industry will only bring myriad problems and 

that some insurance programs do not suit the needs of participants.  We therefore support, in lieu of Medical Savings Accounts in 

cafeteria plans, the creation of Health Savings Accounts, which allow families to plan for their own needs and keep bureaucrats out of 

these important decisions, with such accounts able to accrue over time. 
 

We support the following policies which include but are not limited to the following:  

1. Efforts to reduce the nation's spiraling health care costs, proposing tax credits to encourage expansion of Health Savings 

Accounts; 

2. Allowing people to save money in their Health Savings Account 100% tax-free. The Health Savings Accounts are used for 

medical expenses up to a preset deductible amount, and once that threshold is met, insurance takes over. Any money not used 

can roll over from one year to the next, and the cost of the policies is usually lower than that of traditional health insurance 

plans.  

3. Empowering people to make decisions for themselves, owning their own health care plan, and at the same time bringing some 

demand control into the cost of health care.  If you're a consumer of health care and you're in the marketplace making health 

care decisions, it is more likely that there would be more cost control in health care than a system in which the consumer of 

health care has his or her health care bills paid by a third-party provider. 

4. Allowing people who buy high-deductible insurance that can be linked with a Health Savings Account to be able to deduct 

from any taxable income the cost of the policy.   

5. Allowing higher annual contributions to the accounts and to let employers offer "portable" health savings-linked insurance that 

workers could take with them if they changed jobs or retired. 

6. Allowing all workers to establish Health Savings Accounts, regardless of any medical benefits provided by their employers. 

 

 

Finance and Tax: 

 

N45. The Federal Reserve System 

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the Federal Reserve Act should be repealed and the Federal Reserve System 

abolished and return to a Constitutional Based monetary system and be implemented as soon as practical. Until repealing of this system, 

we demand an annual audit of the Federal Reserve.  

 

N46. Tax Reform 
The Bastrop County Republican Party clearly understands the need for the Federal, State, and County governments as well as a few 

government sanctioned entities (MUDs, ISDs, MTAs and others)(“these entities”) to levy taxes to support needed services.  However, 

these entities historically and currently do not show demanded restraint in general spending and levying taxes.   

Furthermore, we support the following tax reforms: 

1. Reduce overall spending; 

a. Adopt a “No deficit spending” policy at all levels of government 

b. Adopt a “Zero based budgeting” policy at all levels of government 

2. These entities be managed with efficiency, productivity, and cost reduction as primary objectives in services provided, in the 

administration of tax collection, and in intra-departmental business; 

3. Implementation of the Fair Tax.  

4. Eliminate tax on going-out-of-business inventory; 

5. Reject creation of a state income tax; 

6. Repeal the 2003 Texas legislation requiring that all highway projects consider tollway charges; 

7. Support a Constitutional Amendment providing a two-thirds super-majority of both Houses before any taxes or spending could 

be increased; and 

8. Taxes established for a particular purpose shall not be used for any other purpose. 

9. Repeal existing, and block all future, programs where state agencies establish taxes disguised as fees in excess of actual program 

costs.  

 10.  All government charged fees should be used exclusively for the purpose for which the fee is charged, and should not be 

redirected nor accumulated beyond the cost of administering the fee. All Fee accounts should be audited to ensure compliance.  
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We demand that all US Senators and Congressmen will be required to do their own taxes, without recourse to tax consultants, tax 

attorneys or tax preparers until the tax code is abolished. ** IRS 

 

N47. Earmarks: See N1, #4 

The Bastrop County Republican Party condemns the use of “earmarks” as a part of the budget and spending process. We call on all 

legislatures at all levels to permanently end this corrupt practice. 

 

N48.Terminology of “Grants” 

The Bastrop County Republican Party recommends changing the terminology of National “grants” to the more appropriate name 

“Wealth Re-distribution Agreements.” 

 

N49. Welfare 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports the requirement for all welfare recipients to be randomly tested for illegal drug use 

before receiving welfare benefits and that they should be denied benefits until they are drug free. 

We support the requirement for all welfare recipients to perform some work of value to the public in exchange for welfare payments. 

 

We support limiting welfare recipients so that they are only allowed to receive welfare benefits to 6 out of every 20 years for each 

program 

 

Other National Issues: 

 

N50. Reaffirmation of Private Enterprise and Capitalism 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for all elected officials to staunchly act to uphold and defend the Private Enterprise System 

and will resist any efforts of the Federal Government to seize private property or businesses or to establish government owned businesses 

which compete with private businesses or establish government owned enterprises which lie outside direct Constitutional mandates.  

 

N51. Energy vs. Radical Environmentalism 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports cooperative regulation and rule-making that preserves jobs and the economy while 

promoting responsible conservation of our natural resources.  We support policies that will clean the air and water of Texas using 

technology that provides efficient pollution control. We oppose all forms of radical environmentalism that cause domestic production 

to be economically unworkable or that disrespect private property rights.  We call for the following actions: 

1. Open up America’s vast natural resources that will allow energy independence and economic growth, thereby eliminating 

dependence on Russia, Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, Brazil and other foreign countries for our energy needs. We want all of The 

United States including its coastal waters and the Arctic NWR to be open to the exploration and extraction of oil and natural 

gas.   

2. Accordingly, we support denying federal aid related to energy, to states which block the production of oil and gas in their 

coastal waters.   

3. Additionally we support full acceleration of nuclear power, clean coal technology and alternative energy sources. 

4. We further urge the US Senate to defeat the “Cap-and-Trade” legislation, as it is outside the authority of the US Constitution.  

5. We oppose all efforts to classify carbon dioxide as a pollutant.  

6. The present EPA should be abolished or its present authority be strictly limited with state legislative and congressional 

oversight.  

 

N52. Opposing Government-Imposed Animal Traceability Programs (GATP) 

The Bastrop County Republican Party remains opposed to the GATP and similar systems, and call for the immediate repeal of Texas 

legislation authorizing the Texas Animal Health Commission to implement such systems in Texas and that the Texas Agriculture Code 

be amended accordingly.  

 

N53. English as the National Language 

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the United States is comprised of individuals from many ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds and continues to benefit from this rich diversity.  The common thread binding individuals of differing backgrounds has 

been these United States and an ability to communicate effectively with one another through the English language; therefore, the U.S. 

Congress should immediately declare through legislative authority that English is the Official Language of these United States. 

 

N54. Marxist Propaganda and Degeneration of Moral Values: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party urges Congress to stop all direct and indirect governmental funding of National Public Radio and 

the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 

 

N55. Property Rights / Imminent Domain. Ref Kelo Decision 

The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects any attempt to infringe private property rights of individuals.   We specifically seek to bar 
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the federal government, state government and local governments from seizing private property for economic development. 

 

N56. The Lacey Act 

The Lacey act makes it unlawful to import, export, sell, receive, acquire or purchase any plant, in violation of laws of the US, a state, 

an Indian tribe or ANY FOREIGN LAW that protects plants; 

Whereas it is impossible for a citizen of the United States to learn all foreign laws that pertain to plants and wildlife; 

Whereas the Lacey act was used by Federal Authorities to raid Gibson Guitar Corp, using military style weapons and tactics. In the raids 

rosewood and ebony wood, worth thousands of dollars were seized; 

Whereas the “Retailers, Entertainers Lacey Implementation and Enforcement Fairness Act” RELIEF, HR 3210 has failed to be moved 

out of committee 
 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party condemns the over-criminalization nature of the Lacey Act and supports the RELIEF 

legislation 

 

N57. Opposition to “Card Check” and related legislation 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes any effort to eliminate the secret ballot in the determination of labor union organizing 

efforts. 

 

N58. Bailouts of the Poorly Managed 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes all government spending to bail out, support or otherwise provide gifts to any state, 

municipality or other governmental entity that is too poorly managed to properly conduct its own business. The Bastrop County 

Republican Party opposes all federal spending to bail out, support or otherwise provide gifts to any private enterprise.  

 

State Resolutions 
 

State Sovereignty: 

 

S1. Candidate and Elected Official Support for States Rights  

The Bastrop County Republican Party demands that each Republican candidate for office in Texas will affirm his support for Texas’ 

rights under the 10th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 

 

S2. Texas Sovereignty 

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes in Texas State Sovereignty, with understanding that  

1. Texas will retain its sovereignty, freedom and independence in every power, jurisdiction and right which is  not expressly 

delegated to the federal government as defined by the 10th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and  

2. Texas will retain all rights as expressed in the Annexation Agreement of Texas, and  

3. Texas will oppose any mandates beyond the scope of federal authority.  

We further seek to restore State sovereignty, by repealing all legislation in relation to the federal departments established outside the 

scope of the 10th Amendment. 

 

State Party Process Issues: 

 

S3. Candidate Support for the Republican Party Platform.  

The Bastrop County Republican Party demands that Republican candidates support the State Republican Platform.  We request that the 

Republican Party of Texas request from each Republican candidate, in every primary election, a statement of support for each major 

section of the State party platform, for example, the “Education of our Children”. The party will also select specific important sub topics 

for further discussion by the candidates, for example, “Parental School Choice”. In his or her statements, each candidate will clearly 

state their overall level of support for the selected platform items and their reasoning. These statements will be provided to Republican 

voters within acceptable voter guides and that the Republican Party of Texas website.  
 

We further believe this resolution should be of prime importance in the Republican Party of Texas state Platform and the national level 

Republican Party platform  

 

S4. Qualifications for Office  

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for a requirement of clear and incontrovertible proof of legal qualifications for all State 

offices. 

 

S5. Censure by Party 

The Bastrop County Republican Party recommends and supports idea that the State Convention of the Republican Party of Texas adopt 

a rule allowing the delegates at a State Convention, or the State Republican Executive Committee to vote to adopt a resolution censuring 

a Republican office holder for cause, including but not limited to consistent actions taken in opposition to the principles of the Republican 
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Party of Texas defined in the Preamble or body of the Party Platform as described in Rule 43A. 

 

State Legislative Issues:  

 

S6. Legislative Accountability 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports a permanent rule requiring that all votes cast in the Texas House and Senate be recorded 

votes which are freely available to the electorate. 

 

State Judicial Issues: 

 

S7. Texas Admission of Out-of-State Attorneys 
 

 The Bastrop County Republican Party calls upon the Texas Legislature and the Supreme Court of Texas to repeal the prohibition on 

out-of-state attorneys who obtained their law degree by correspondence from taking the Texas Bar Exam, and that such attorneys be 

treated the same as any other out-of-state attorney who graduated from an unaccredited law school. 

 

State Voting Issues: 

 

S8. Direct Election of State Judges 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports our right to select our judges by a direct vote of the people, and we oppose all attempts 

to impose an appointment/retention election process on the electorate. 

 

Family:  

 

S9. Judicial Bypass for Abortion 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports a legislative requirement for any minor seeking a judicial by-pass for abortion be required 

to utilize the venue of a court in her resident county or a county contiguous thereto.  

Furthermore we support a legislative requirement for regional reporting of judicial bypasses of the existing parental notification bill to 

the Commissioner of the Texas Department of Health on an annual basis, and making those statistics a matter of public record. 

 

S10. Parental Consent 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports a parental consent bill that requires consent of a parent or legal guardian before any 

medical procedure including but not limited to the surgical procedure of abortion could be performed on a minor girl, defined as less 

than 18 years old, rather than simple notification. 

 

S11. Due Process in Parent-Child Relationships – Accusation of “Child Protection” is not an excuse for terminating 

Constitutional Rights  

1. Upon suspicion of a crime against a child by a family member or guardian, it is the suspected perpetrator – and not the victim – 

who should be removed from the home. 

2. (3015) Fathers and mothers of natural born or adoptive children share equal right. Removal of a child from the home should occur 

only on a warrant after establishing probable cause. And parental rights should be adjudicated under expedited proceedings 

thereafter. Judicial gag orders against parents seeking return of their children shall be prohibited. 

3. It shall be criminal for a CPS employee to counsel or require a parent or guardian under investigation to remain or become 

unrepresented by legal counsel.  

4. Psychological evaluations shall not be performed on minors by school staff doctors without a parent or guardians prior consent. 

Disagreement with an educator or a doctor, or seeking a second medical opinion, shall not constitute probable cause for removal 

of a child from its parent or guardian. 

5. (3015) Child support should be based on needs of the child, not the income of the father, and that loss of income does not 

constitute contempt of court 

6. (3015) Parental alienation should be a crime punishable by fines and incarceration 

 

S12. Daytime Curfews 
Whereas the HB776 (80th Legislative Session)  gave law enforcement officials the right to transport juveniles back to their respective 

school campuses if they are caught out of school, therefore no additional curfew laws are needed. 
 

The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects a juvenile daytime curfew ordinance.  

We call on the Texas legislature to adopt legislation that will exempt private school students from daytime curfews just as they are from 

the Compulsory Attendance laws. 

 

S13. Texas Parental Rights Restoration Act 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports the TPRRA, similar to HB 3971 by Hughes in the 80 th Texas Legislative Session, to 
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amend this Statute and restore the fundamental rights of parents. 

 

S14. Government Regulation of Religious Institutions 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports legislation returning seminaries and other educational institutions of purely theological 

disciplines, to a position of freedom and independence from government interference; the State may not establish which seminaries are 

legitimate and which are not, and 

We believe that seminaries and similar institutions offering exclusively religious curricula must be allowed to confer degrees in religious 

subjects without accreditation unless they choose to seek accreditation, and 

We believe that the State must have no power to license the clergy or to license institutions for training the clergy.  It must have no 

power to distinguish between seminaries it approves or accredits and seminaries it does not approve or accredit.  It must have no power 

to restrict or penalize disapproved seminaries or to prohibit them from using ordinary English words to describe their own levels of 

religious achievement.  What is necessary to achieving a degree in a religious discipline is a purely religious question and therefore, the 

State must withdraw all imposed regulations. 

 

S15. Homosexuality  

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that licensed therapists, psychologists and counselors cannot be forbidden or penalized 

by any licensing board for practicing reparative therapy and supporting clients of any age, with sexual orientation change efforts. ** 

State Licensing. 

 

State Education Issues: 

 

S16. State Board of Education 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the State Board of Education (SBOE) should remain an elected board, and when 

education decisions are made at the state level, there is a strong need for elected accountability.  The areas of decision-making authority 

that were removed from the SBOE, but have remained at the state level, should be restored by the Texas Legislature to the elected 

SBOE.   

We oppose any measure to weaken the authority of the SBOE.  These powers include the authority to hire and terminate the 

Commissioner of Education, to oversee the Texas Education Agency, and sole appointment authority to state textbook review 

committees. We support an elected SBOE, and wants the authority to set education policy in the hands of these elected officials.  The 

SBOE must retain constitutional authority for the governance and oversight of the Permanent School Fund.  

We want to protect the Permanent School Fund by keeping the corpus of the fund intact to provide a growing source of income for 

Texas school children. 

 

S17. Local Funding of Schools First 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports legislation that limits extraordinary funding to school districts (i.e. Robin Hood, etc.) to 

only those districts that impose the maximum legally allowable school tax upon the taxpayers of that district. 

 

S18. Local Control of Public Schools 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that local parents and teachers are capable of educating their children in the most effective 

manner.   

We believe that bureaucratic control of education stifles much needed reforms and discourages innovative teaching techniques.   

We support any and all measures to provide local control of public schools. We do not support any association with the contract 

International Baccalaureate program.  

We support the process for recall elections for all local school board members.  

 

S19. Education Data Collection.  

Bastrop County Republican Party opposes data collection on public school students for any purpose other than those directly associated 

with education.  

 

S20. More Education for our Tax Dollars 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports increasing financial accountability and directing a higher percentage of the public-

education funding to instructional purposes. 

We reject granting any additional taxing entity for education. ** Elimination of Property Tax 

 

S21. Home Schooling Free from Government Intimidation 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that home schools should be recognized as private schools and as such should be free to 

operate freely and without intimidation or control from local school districts. 

 

S22. School Choice 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports Total Free Choice Education.  We further believe in these actions:  

1. Identification of education monies so that they will attach to each child, and parents may freely choose the educational path for 
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their children and such choices not to be restricted among public and private school alternatives.  

2. Support that an aggressive effort be launched to implement school choice in Texas with the state playing a minimal role in 

decision of standards and choices.   

3. Only those schools advocating civil violence against other citizens or groups will be banned from receiving tax payer funded 

students.  

 

S23. State Scholarship Availability to Home Schoolers 
Whereas, home school students are not eligible for Texas grants and scholarships and the B-On-Time Loan Program because they are 

from non-accredited private schools, 
 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party calls on the Texas legislature to adopt legislation that will ensure the availability of 

state-supported grants and scholarships be made to all Texas high school graduates. 

 

S24. UIL Participation for Private Schools 
The Bastrop County Republican Party calls on the Texas legislature to adopt legislation requiring UIL to open participation to private 

schools and move back to the original mission of the UIL to pursue those activities for the betterment of all the students of Texas. 

 

S25. Restrictions on Free Speech in Institutions of Higher Learning 

Bastrop County Republican Party opposes restrictions on free speech and unencumbered discourse, and also opposes penalties or other 

retribution for such in institutions of higher learning.  

 

S26. Rejection of Sharia Law  

We also reject the teachings of Sharia Law being administered in public schools and being forced on private schools thru any curriculum.  

 

S27. Rejection of Standardized Educational Measurement  

We reject global standardization, specifically Common Core, CSCOPE and similar programs. These curricula are designed to change 

the form of our government, schools and communities without the consent or the vote of the people. 

 

Transportation Issues: 

 

S28. Abandon the Trans-Texas Corridor – Do Not Resuscitate  
The Bastrop County Republican Party rejects the implementation or resuscitation of the Trans Texas Corridor and any similar NAFTA 

oriented transportation programs.  

 

S29. Public / Private Partnerships.  

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes public-private partnership related to toll roads contracts between any agency or unit of 

government of the State of Texas and any private company or any private consortium including foreign firm; 

We call for legislation to limit such partnerships related to toll roads for the purpose of transferring the ownership, leasing, operation 

and or management of any Texas public infrastructure to a private entity 

 

S30. Local Transportation  

The Bastrop County Republican Party believes in “home rule” for each county and their taxing for needed services. We oppose funding 

local transportation mass transit projects (such as Light Rail) from TXDOT or other methods that are beyond the requesting county’s 

taxing authority.  

 

S31. No Traffic Cameras 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that no government entity should install, or cause to be installed,  traffic cameras on any 

roads in Bastrop County for the purpose of enforcing traffic laws. 

 

Taxation Issues: 

 

S32. Tax Reform – State level 
The Bastrop County Republican Party clearly understands the need for the Federal, State, and County governments as well as a few 

government sanctioned entities (MUDs, ISDs, MTAs and others)(“these entities”) to levy taxes to support needed services.  However, 

these entities historically and currently do not show demanded restraint in general spending and levying taxes.   
 

Therefore, we support the following tax reforms: 

1. Reduce overall spending; 

a. Adopt a “No deficit spending” policy at all levels of government 

b. Adopt a “Zero based budgeting” policy at all levels of government 

2. These entities be managed with efficiency, productivity, and cost reduction as primary objectives in services provided, in the 
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administration of tax collection, and in intra-departmental business; 

3. Eliminate tax on going-out-of-business inventory; 

4. Reject creation of a state income tax; 

5. Repeal the 2003 Texas legislation requiring that all highway projects consider tollway charges; 

6. Taxes established for a particular purpose shall not be used for any other purpose. 

7. Repeal existing, and block all future, programs where state agencies establish taxes disguised as fees in excess of actual program 

costs. 

 

S33. Property Tax: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party urges the Texas legislature to abolish property tax in Texas and replace the revenue with a 

consumption tax.  

 

S34. Funding of State Parks 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that all taxes or fees collected for State Parks should be used exclusively for State parks. 

 

S35. Gambling: 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party believes any expansion of gambling in the State of Texas is detrimental to the wellbeing 

of the state.  

 

S36. Conditions for Welfare Benefits: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party support the requirement for all potential welfare recipients to be tested for illegal drug use before 

receiving  welfare benefits and should be denied benefits until they are drug free. 

Furthermore, we support the requirement for all welfare recipients to perform some work of value to the public in exchange for welfare 

payments. 

 

State Level “Second Amendment” Rights: 

 

S37. Constitutional Carry 
The Bastrop County Republican Party urges the Texas Legislature to enact legislation to repeal all licensing requirement for carrying 

handguns, openly or concealed, by any lawful owner of said handgun; with a very limited definition of “lawful owner”. 

 

S38. License to Carry 

The Bastrop County Republican Party, until repeal of all licensing requirements, supports the rights of License to Carry Handgun 

Licensees and believes that no further restrictions be placed on LTCs.   

We further support the passage of legislation that will allow LTC holders to carry in any location unless so deemed by the owner of 

private property. ** Repeal of Handgun Licensing 

Furthermore, passage of legislation that will allow LTC holders to carry on the campus of higher education (university, college and tech 

school) is considered of the highest priority. ** Repeal of Handgun Licensing 

We urge the Legislature to declare clearly that it has the exclusive authority to determine where firearms may or may not be legally 

carried in the State of Texas, and that no other state governmental entity and no local governmental entity may regulate or prohibit the 

possession of firearms. 

 

Any government entity or essential service (hospitals) that restricts entry of handguns must provide on-site secure storage. 

 

Other State Issues:  

 

S39. Hate Crimes 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that the 2001 Hate Crimes Law is unnecessary and that the law unconstitutionally creates 

a higher and lower class of victims.  It sets the dangerous precedent that certain thoughts, attitudes, or beliefs are criminal.  We urge that 

the Hate Crimes Law be repealed immediately.  Until totally repealed, we urge the Texas Legislature to immediately remove the 

education curriculum mandate and the sexual orientation category in said law. 

 

S40. Illegal Immigration: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party encourages the Texas Legislation to demand that Mexico reimburse the State of Texas for any 

and all costs concerned in supporting their illegally resident Texas population. 

 

Any government support (aiding and abetting) illegal immigrants is unlawful. 

 

S41.  English the official language of Texas 
Bastrop County Republican Party believes that Texas is comprised of individuals from many ethnic and cultural boundaries and 

continues to benefit from this rich diversity. The common thread binding individuals of different backgrounds has been the unity of 
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the State of Texas and an ability to communicate effectively with one another through the English language. Therefore the Texas 

legislature should immediately declare thru legislative authority that English is the official language of Texas.  

 

S42. Rejection of the Refugee Resettlement Program 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports the immediate notification to the US Department of Health and Human Services 

Secretary that Texas is withdrawing from the Refugee Resettlement Program and will no longer provide state funds toward the Refugee 

Resettlement program.  

 

S43. Sanctuary Cities 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for legislation prohibiting a governing body of a municipality, county, special district or 

authority, municipal police department, district attorney, or criminal district attorney from adopting a policy under which the entity will 

not fully enforce the immigration laws of Texas and the United States of America.  

Furthermore, legislation should include a condition that any entity that the Texas Attorney General determines knowingly disregards 

these provisions shall forfeit all taxpayer funds and or accreditation or licensing.  

 

S44. Capital Punishment 
The Bastrop County Republican Party supports capital punishment, when properly applied, as a legitimate form of justice and that the 

appellate process should be swift. 

 

S45. Immunizations 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that because immunization is a medical procedure that can carry risks, that all adult 

citizens should have the legally protected right to conscientiously choose which vaccines are administered to themselves, or to their 

minor children, without penalty or discrimination for refusing a vaccine.   

Specific Policies: 

1. We oppose any statewide medical record computer database or registry that would store personal identifiable records on citizens 

without their written consent.   

2. We support informed consent for administering immunizations and oppose compulsory immunizations of any kind.  

S46. Opposing the United Nations’ Agenda 21 (Future Earth, or similar) Policies and Programs at State Level: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports the State Republican Executive Committee’s proposed resolution opposing the United 

Nations’ Agenda 21 programs.  Furthermore, after the resolution was approved at the 2012 State Republican Convention, the Bastrop 

Republican Party believes a copy of the resolution should be sent to every Republican member of the Texas Congress.  We recommend 

that our Texas Governor, members of the Texas legislature, and our Attorney General determine the most effective and swiftest 

legislative mechanism to abolish Agenda 21, dismantle and rescind all previous policies and programs enacted through Agenda 21, and 

disallow all organizations including, but not limited to, NGOs or COGs to discontinue funding and implementation of policies and 

programs associated with Agenda 21 and the United Nations’ “Sustainability Development” initiative. 

We support the right of citizens to acquire, use and dispose of real property. We reject any and all actions that jeopardize private property 

rights and create unrepresentative local entities; 

We endorse the introduction and passage of legislation prohibiting the state, counties, cities and municipal agencies of Texas from 

implementing programs of, expending money for, receiving funds from or contracting with the International Council for Local 

Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 

 

S47. Resolution opposing the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

The Bastrop County Republican Party recommends the passage of legislation to protect the rights and dignity of travelers by requiring 

that probable cause must be present for an individual to be searched as a condition of access to public facilities or transportation 

We support State Rep Simpson’s bill that was unanimously approved in the 82nd Legislature. We call for this bill to be reintroduced in 

all future legislatures and  supported by the Senate, the Lt Governor and the Governor, - fully recognizing the will of the people. We 

recognize that if the Lt Governor and Governor truly support this bill, as they claim, they will find a way to get it passed. 

 

S48. Illegal Search and Seizure at Check Points 

The Bastrop County Republican Party opposes any border checkpoint that is outside of a one mile radius of the border. 

We oppose all future policies, laws or executive orders which require search and seizure without warrant or reasonable suspicion of 

criminal activity.  

We hold this resolution to pertain to all levels of government, Federal, State and Local.  

 

S49. No Constitutional Convention 

Whereas there is a great deal of frustration with the actions of the Federal government and a Constitutional Convention is being discussed 

as a solution to our political strife; 

Whereas the risks of a Constitutional Convention outweigh the good because of article V of the Constitution does not limit such a 

conventions purpose, procedure, agenda or election of delegates and could lead to a “runaway” convention. 
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Whereas the US Constitution as written has embodied distinct principles that have guided us for over 200 years; 
 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party urges the State of Texas to resist calls for a Constitutional Convention and urge our 

Congressional members to hold the federal government accountable when they ignore the existing Constitution, as written, and the rule 

of law. 

 

S50. End State Licensing: 

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for the elimination of all state licensing and any board be abolished and all rules and laws 

dealing with licensing be repealed. 

 

S51. Keep government out of Supporting Labor Unions. 
All Texas governmental entities should be prohibited from collecting dues for labor unions through deductions from the public 

employee paychecks. 

 

S52. State Control on the Pharmacy Industry 
State oriented medical payments (Medicaid) should accurately reflect the cost and requirement for profit in the retail pharmacy 

industry.  

Local Resolutions 
 

L1. Control of Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)   

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports a modification to the state statutes which will restrict cities and municipalities from 

expanding their city limits or ETJ. Expansion or withdrawal from such control should be subject to the overwhelming majority of 

landowners in the specific area or neighborhood. 

We support a modification to the Texas Local Government code providing that counties, rather than municipalities, will provide 

governance to municipal ETJs within the county with such governance only reverting to municipal control upon annexation by the 

municipality. 

 

L2. Neighborhood Home Rule 

The Bastrop County Republican Party supports modification to the Texas Local Government Code whereby the landscaping and tree 

control covenants and restrictions of legally constituted Property Owners Associations or Neighborhood Associations will take 

precedence over any conflicting municipal ordinances and that such action will be effective immediately with the establishment of a 

Property Owners or Neighborhood Association.  

 

L3. County Work Ethic 
The Bastrop County Republican Party believes that elected Republican officials in our county shall demonstrate the highest work ethic.  

That work ethic includes: 

1. Giving full time work for full time pay; 

2. Running their office within budget; 

3. Finding ways to reduce cost to and tax burden on county tax payers; 

4. Finding ways to increase the efficiency and productivity of their office; 

5. Being in actual attendance at all statutorily-required training sessions; 

6. Keeping their office open and responsive to the public; 

7. Maintaining all licensures and certifications required to perform their duties; and 

8. Honoring their public trust by abiding by the law. 

 

L4. Opposing the United Nations’ Agenda 21, (Future Earth, or similar) Policies and Programs at City, County and Regional 

levels 

The Bastrop Republican Party believes that the United States, state, county, and local governments are not legally bound by the United 

Nations’ Agenda 21 programs and policies because the UN initiative was never brought forth to the United States Congress for action.   

We believe that officials at the local levels of governments should become well informed of the harmful results and unintended 

consequences of the destructive strategies for implementing Agenda 21 programs and policies.  Bastrop County government leaders 

should become aware of terms such as ‘sustainable development’, ‘smart growth’, ‘comprehensive land use’ plans and ‘sustainable 

agriculture’ and understand the association of these terms with Agenda 21.   

The Bastrop Republican Party will provide information regarding the local Republican Party resolutions opposing Agenda 21 to Bastrop 

County government officials, including but not limited to, mayors, city council members, school board members, and county 

commissioners.  

We recommend that a thorough evaluation of all County plans and programs be reviewed to determine if Agenda 21 policies are 

included, and if so, those policies or programs be eliminated completely. 

 

L5. Tax Reform – Local level 
The Bastrop County Republican Party clearly understands the need for the local governments as well as a few government sanctioned 
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entities (MUDs, ISDs, MTAs and others)(“these entities”) to levy taxes to support needed services.  However, these entities historically 

and currently do not show demanded restraint in general spending and levying taxes.   
 

Therefore, we support the following tax reforms: 

1. reduce overall spending; 

a. Adopt a “No deficit spending” policy at all levels of government 

b. Adopt a “Zero based budgeting” policy at all levels of government 

2. these entities be managed with efficiency, productivity, and cost reduction as primary objectives in services provided, in the 

administration of tax collection, and in intra-departmental business; 

3. Taxes established for a particular purpose shall not be used for any other purpose. 

 

L6. The County Sheriff as Last Line of Defense 

Whereas, the United States Constitution was conceived to limit the control of the Federal Government 

Whereas, over the past century, the Federal Government has grown far beyond the scope of those limits 

Whereas, all Sheriffs in the State of Texas take, or should take, an oath, swearing to protect and defend the Constitution of the United 

States and to protect his or her constituents from “all enemies both foreign and domestic”. 

Whereas, the 1994 Brady Bill literally attempted to force each sheriff to promote gun control within their jurisdiction 

Whereas, in fighting this incursion, the Supreme Court decision of Mack/Printz vs US stated at least three times that the States were not 

subject to Federal direction 

Whereas, in Mack/Printz vs US, Justice Scalia wrote for the majority, stating, “The Federal Government may not compel the states to 

enact or enforce federal regulatory programs”.  
 

Therefore, the Bastrop County Republican Party calls on our County Sheriff to review and understand this ruling, and to fulfill the duties 

as defined therein. 

 

L7.  Qualifications for Office  

The Bastrop County Republican Party calls for a requirement of clear and incontrovertible proof of legal qualifications for all local 

offices. 

 

L8 Censure by Party 

The Bastrop County Republican Party acknowledges two existing processes for adopting a resolution censuring a Republican office 

holder for cause, including but not limited to consistent actions taken in opposition to the principles of the Bastrop County Republican 

Party as evidenced by their Platform. These processes are:  

 1) passing a resolutions at county convention that may or may not be defined for inclusion in the Platform, and  

 2) passing a resolution thru the Bastrop County Republican Party Executive Committee.  

 

L9 Appraisal District Oversight 

The Bastrop County Appraisal District is widely known within the county for corrupt and inappropriate practices within its real estate 

appraisal arm. While the Chief Appraiser and the Director of Appraisal have both been recently terminated, we call for continued, 

diligent oversight by all 12 taxing entities that appoint the Appraisal District Board.  

The appraisal district board and appraisal review board should be completely reorganized to be comprised of elected representatives 

by the registered voters of the county to serve staggered four year terms. 

 

2018 Additional Resolutions for inclusion in Bastrop County Republican Party Platform 

and for Recommendation to Republican Part of Texas  

 
1) Re-enact Glass-Steagall 

 

2) We urge the Texas Legislature to enact legislation effectuating the implementation of a Texas Electoral College for all public 

positions that are elected state wide.  

 

The implementation will mimic the Federal Electoral College selection process (which is described in Article II, section 1, clause 2 of 

the US Constitution) as closely as possible, providing for one Elector for each member of the Texas Senate and one elector for each 

member of the Texas House of Representatives, but such that no Senator or Representative, or other statewide elected official, shall be 

appointed an Elector.  

 

3) Permissible Arming of Qualified Teachers 

Qualified, trained, public school employees should be allowed to be armed on school property for the protection of school children. 

We call for the elimination of all gun free zones 
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4) We support the repeal of all so-called “faithful delegate” bills relating to the convention under Article V of the US. Constitution. 

Our U.S. Constitution is the final firewall guarding our unalienable rights. We urge all government officials, elected and appointed, at 

all levels, to support and give effect to the Constitution as required under Article VI , and resist any efforts to enforce it via changes. 

 

5) We support the rescission of SJR2 (85th), an application to Congress for a convention under Article V for proposing amendments to 

change the current limits on federal spending, jurisdiction, and terms of office. Our U.S. Constitution is the final firewall guarding our 

unalienable rights. We urge all government officials, elected and appointed, at all levels, to support and give effect to the Constitution 

as required under Article VI , and resist any efforts to enforce it via changes. 

 

6) We oppose any constitutional convention. We support the Texas Legislature rescinding its 1977 application for such a convention.  

 

7) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #60 be readopted as currently written. 

 

8) The Republican Party of Texas calls upon the Texas Legislature to enact legislation which would create a Fiscal Risk Management 

Commission which would create contingency plans in case of an emergency impacting cyber, Fiscal or grid security.  

 

9) The Republican Party of Texas calls upon the Texas Legislature and the congressional delegation to enact legislation which would 

require credit reporting agencies to inform US citizens about the illegal use of their Social Security number.  

10) We support term limits for Federal Judicial and Congressional offices and statewide offices to three terms, or twelve years 

maximum for any single office.  

 

11) We recommend the approval of this as an addition to #149, with the following wording: “The State of Texas shall take no action 

to restrict the sale or possession of a firearm to persons of 18 years of age and older who may otherwise lawfully possess a firearm and 

that the Texas Congressional delegation support the same at Federal level.  

 

12) Improper Government Funding 

We support enforcement of current law prohibiting public asset being used for private groups such as ACLU, ACORN, and Planned 

Parenthood without proper vetting and authorization and urge the Texas Legislature to enact civil and criminal penalties for violation 

of the law which currently has no enforcement mechanism.  

 

13) The United States Senate shall be called to order and sufficient senators to constitute a quorum be compelled to attend; and the 

Senate Filibuster Rule be either abolished or modified so as to require the attendance, in the Senate Chamber, of a quorum of Senators 

to debate, deliberate, and vote on matters properly before the Senate, and during filibuster, the Senator speaking be required to speak 

to the issues before  the senate and not be allowed to defame the good name of the Senate by reading a telephone book or other such 

irrelevant or trivial nonsense.  

 

14) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #161 be readopted as currently written. 

 

15) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #88-94 be readopted as currently written. 

 

16) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #175 be readopted as currently written. 

 

17) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #124, 145, and 147 be readopted as currently written. 

 

18) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #39 be readopted as currently written. 

 

19) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #113 and 114 be readopted as currently written. 

 

20) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #79 be readopted as currently written. 

 

21) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #228 be readopted as currently written. 

 

22) We recommend that (Texas state platform) plank #148 and 151 be readopted as currently written. 

 

23) Be it resolved to make changes to the voter registration systems: 

1. Require verification of U.S. Citizenship of voter registration applicants.  

2. Require voter registration entities to verify currently registered voters are U.S citizens and require the removal of non-

citizens from voter rolls.  

3. Require county clerk send notice to the voter registrar of the county of residence of the deceased within ten days of the issue 

of the death certificate so that the deceased person can be removed from the voter rolls.  
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4. Require voter registration entities to remove non-citizens and deceased individuals from the voter rolls immediately. 

5. County Appraisal District be required to notify elections Administrators of home sales for Voter Address verification and 

eligibility.  

 

 

 

 

Referral 
 

Referral of Platform to State Convention 
The Bastrop County Republican Party hereby resolves that a copy of its Federal and State platform be sent to the State Convention 

Platform Committee of the Republican Party of Texas with the recommendation that it be passed. 
 
 

Prepared by and my many thanks to: 
 

Bastrop County Temporary Resolutions Committee,  

Don Loucks (Chariman), Carol Spencer, Henry Kafel, Jesse Padilla, Bob Dacy 
 

Permanent Committee members: 

Bill Blair, Mike Earnest, Stephen Beck, Curtis Courney, Doug Kelsay  

 

 

Thank you, 

Doug Kelsay, Chairman 


